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Houston Wilderness’ Annual Luncheon Honored Joe B. Allen with the Wild Life Award 

Presenters Included Mayor Turner, Former County Judge Emmett and Local Premier Land Developers  

 

HOUSTON, Texas – February 21, 2019 – Houston Wilderness honored beloved local environmental champion 

Joe B. Allen with the Wild Life Award at its yearly luncheon on February 20, 2019 at the River Oaks Country 

Club. This annual dedication by Houston Wilderness is awarded to a person or organization that has had a deep 

impact on advancing the environmental assets of the region.  

 

Mistress of Ceremonies Dr. Loren Raun and Luncheon Co-Chairs Jim and Susan Boone, Julie Peak, David 

Hightower, Ann Lents and David Heaney presided over an enthusiastic sold-out crowd of more than 500 friends, 

family, colleagues and devotees. The event’s high profile list of presenters included City of Houston Mayor 

Sylvester Turner, former County Judge Ed Emmett and some of the premier land developers of the region.  

 

Over his tenure of 45+ years practicing law in Texas, including 37 years representing municipal utility districts 

(MUDs) and other special districts in the State of Texas, Wild Life honoree, Joe B. Allen has built a legacy of 

environmental-based laws that are providing new parks, trails and open space throughout the state, and 

particularly in the Greater Houston Region. Joe B. was instrumental in the passage of regulation allowing MUDs 

to create parks and open spaces in their communities. 

 

“I can tell you this without hesitation,” remarked Walt M. Mischer, Jr., Partner of Mischer Investments, “that Joe 

has been one of the most influential and innovative people in municipal finance in the state of Texas for the last 

50 years.” He continued, “Every piece of legislation that impacted municipal finance in the state, Joe was there at 

the legislature influencing the outcome of those bills.” 

 

Joe B. has also worked behind the scenes on various quality of life issues in counties in and around Greater 

Houston for several years, providing more opportunities for nature-based infrastructure, large-scale tree plantings 

and park space. 

 

“There’s something in a name, and the value and the influence of that name is determined by what you do [in] a 

lifetime,” remarked Mayor Turner. Addressing Joe B. directly, he added, “And Joe B. Allen…That’s a name that 

you have worked hard to give value to, meaning to, and your legacy is very strong.” 

 

The Wild Life Award is an annual dedication by Houston Wilderness to regional leaders who have left a legacy of 

environmental benefits for current and future generations to enjoy.  

 

Houston Wilderness is a broad-based alliance of 100+ business, environmental and government interests that 

work together to protect, preserve and promote the unique biodiversity of the 13+ county Greater Houston 

Region’s remaining ecological capital - from bottomland hardwoods and prairie grasslands to pine forests and 

coastal wetlands. This mission is accomplished through convening various groups to promote, protect and 

preserve the biodiversity in our 10 ecoregions; providing collaborative problem-solving opportunities on critical 

environmental issues; and educating the public on the many exciting outdoor opportunities in the Greater 

Houston Region and the health benefits associated with nature.       
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