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Houston Wilderness’ mission is 
accomplished through its Slate of Initiatives to 
promote protect and preserve the biodiversity 

in our 10 ecoregions. Houston Wilderness 
concentrates on the following initiatives: 

Convening various groups to promote, 
protect and preserve the biodiversity in our 10 

ecoregions:
• Collaborative Access Program 
• Collaborative Grant-organizing 

Program
 

Providing collaborative Problem Solving 
opportunities on critical environmental 

issues: 
• Sam Houston Greenbelt 

Network Initiative 
• Gulf-Houston Regional 

Conservation Plan 
• Ecosystem Services Policy 

Initiative 

Educating the public on the many exciting 
outdoor opportunities in the Greater Houston 
Region and the health benefits associated with 

nature:
• Get Outdoors Houston! Website
• Wilderness Passport
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2015 Recap from the President

ecosystem services for our growing urban population. The Primer is accessible on the Houston 
Wilderness website and hard copies are available upon request.

The growing Collaborative Grant-Organizing (CGO) Program coordinates with multiple 
organizations as they seek funding for large-scale projects in order to leverage resources and 
magnify the effect of conservation-related efforts through collaboration. By coordinating 
regional conservation-related projects into one large proposal, HW assists the environmental 
community in increasing its odds of receiving more grant funds, leveraging conservation/
recreation dollars from multiple sources, and protecting/preserving parcels of land in our 
region. By the end of 2015, seven major CGO grant proposals were submitted to federal and 
state funding agencies, including projects within the Gulf-Houston RCP and policy initiatives 
resulting from Collaborative Access Program (CAP) meetings.  HW also served as the lead 
partner in FWS’ Houston Urban Wildlife Refuge Partnership, completed the First CGO NFWF 
Five-Star grant for this program in 2015 and was awarded a second NWFW Five-Star grant in 
late 2015.

Through a HW Board Resolution, a draft Subrecipient Agreement and two-page CGO Program 
Process & Procedures Document was put into place to (1) make the CGO pre- and post-award 
process straightforward and streamlined, and (2) create safeguards that ensure that federal/state 
grant transactions are properly authorized, appropriated, executed and recorded.

To further the Educating aspects of HW’s mission, we continued to facilitate the Get Out 
Here Houston (GOH) website and iphone App (www.getoutherehouston.org) and created 
a marketing plan with the collaborative Steering Committee members. In the Great Green 
Quest’s third annual fundraising program, we distributed over 6,000 Wilderness Passports to 
public school students around the Houston Region. HW also began a partnership with Houston 
Parks & Recreation Department to distribute Passports to the 55+ community centers for their 
participating families and children. 

The number of HW staff and HW board and advisory committee members increased in 2015 
as we continued to accommodate the work required to implement our programming. We also 
enjoyed five summer interns this year – more than HW has ever had a one time in the past! The 
interns came from colleges around the country and their energy was contagious and hugely 
beneficial for our programming and Network Partner connections. 

We look forward to your collaboration throughout the next year so that together we will 
continue to create opportunities to preserve our 10 ecoregions by Convening, Problem-Solving & 
Educating.

Deborah January-Bevers

Third Year Tee-up for Collaborative Program Implementation

At the close of 2015, Houston Wilderness (HW) concluded almost three years of work on its 
revised Slate of Initiatives, concentrating on Convening, Problem-Solving and Educating on 
environmental/conservation issues-of-the-day with the diverse communities within the 13+ 
counties making up the Greater Houston Region. As predicated, 2015 was fast-paced, collaborative 
and wildly productive for Houston Wilderness, its staff and Board of Directors. Heading into 2016, 
we are now entering the implementation phases for HW’s major programs and initiatives, where 
there will be growing overlap of issues and work related to each program. 

Through a series of Collaborative Access Program (CAP) events throughout the year, Houston 
Wilderness provided the environmental community with access to people, places and information 
that benefits the greater Houston region by strengthening environmental programs and 
organizational operations within the 13-county area. The CAP is especially valued for providing 
an open, neutral forum that allows for opportunities to share knowledge and experience, engage 
in creative thinking and solve problems through collaboration.  Examples of CAP meetings in 
2015 include: Lower Trinity River Stakeholder meetings, Gulf-Houston RCP Planning Group & 
Steering Committee meetings, Asian Grass Carp policy meetings; Mitigation Banking Roundtable 
discussions, and Native Seed Grow-out and Banking workshops.

Under the Sam Houston Greenbelt Network, HW continued to facilitate the collaborative 
8-county Gulf-Houston Regional Conservation Plan (Gulf-Houston RCP) and created a website 
for this long-term Plan – www.gulfhoustonrcp.org.  Over 100 partners collaborate together on 
projects allowing for thousands of acres in restored prairies, riparian corridors along over 20 creeks 
and bayous and three major rivers, coastal wetlands, reforestation and nature-based pedestrian 
trails. The Gulf-Houston RCP now collectively identifies our region’s most pressing environmental 
needs with projects organized into five (5) key initiatives:

1. Bayou Greenways Initiative                             4. Galveston Bay Habitat Acquisition &  
2. Headwaters to Baywaters Initiative                      Easements Initiative   
3. Prairie Conservation Initiative                       5. Galveston Bay Oyster Reefs & Migratory 
         Bird Habitat Initiative

Due to widespread interest in HW’s policy paper on ecosystem services, HW authored a 
more detailed Primer for Problem-Solving Using Ecosystem Services to provide users with 
explanations of the kind of ecosystem services that exist in the Greater Houston Region, how 
they work, how to determine their value and how ecosystem services may be used in designing 
large-scale infrastructure, conservation or land use solutions. This primer was researched, written 
and published by Houston Wilderness staff and graduate-level interns. The Primer provides case 
studies on ways to analyze the monetary value of various types of regional ecosystem services 
and highlights the role that the eight-county Gulf-Houston RCP plays in the enhancement of 
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and policy goals for protecting and increasing ecosystem 
services in the Greater Houston Region. (circa 2013 - 
present)

• Creation of the Collaborative Access Program (CAP)–
Facilitated over 15 meetings throughout the year on 
various environmental issues of the day – ranging from 
mitigation/ILF banking to invasive fish and federal/state 
funding opportunities.  Over 300 people attended these 
meetings throughout the year. (circa 2013 - present)

• Collaborative Grant-Organizing (CGO) Program - 
A priority “Convener” role for HW, this program has 
grown exponentially this year and includes assistance 
in packaging large federal/state funding requests that 
1) help protect and preserve areas of the Gulf-Houston 
RCP, 2) help to facilitate ecosystem services (ESS) 
studies and analysis on the ESS benefits to our regional 
water and air quality, water supply, flood/erosion 
control and carbon sequestration, and 3) provide more 
In-Lieu-Fee mitigation funding opportunities. The 
region received funding from two NFWF grants for 
the Urban Wildlife Initiative and have several large 
funding requests for large-scale conservation and ESS 
studies pending with federal/state agencies (including 
HW’s first NAWCA proposal submission)  (circa 2013 - 
present)

II. Eco-Region Advocacy through Education
• Completion, implementation, and maintenance of the 

Wilderness Passport (1st & 2nd Editions) program– 
HW distributed over 8,500 Family and Ecotourism 
Passports this year, including providing Passports to 
multiple regional elementary schools and community 
centers with Houston Parks & Recreation Dept. through 
its Great Green Quest program.  (circa 2006 - present)  

• Convening partner in Get Outdoors Houston!— 
Over 100 stakeholders in the region are now engaged 
in a strategic plan to encourage citizens and visitors to 
explore and enjoy the ecological treasures of the region. 
We also have a CGO grant pending with the Houston 
First Corp for national and international marketing 
opportunities. See the current website at www.
getoutherehouston.org. (circa 2014)

Houston Wilderness Main Accomplishments

Houston Wilderness Accomplishments 2003 - 2015

I. Ecoregion Advocacy through Convening & Problem-Solving 

• Creation of the Vision of the Major Eco-regions of Greater Houston and surrounding counties-  
Houston Wilderness (HW) led the creation and facilitation of the first-ever recognition of ten (10) 
connective ecoregions in the multi-county area surrounding Houston (see http://houstonwilderness.
org/about-ecoregions/) (circa 2003)

• Atlas of Biodiversity - Written and Produced by Houston Wilderness, the Houston Atlas of 
Biodiversity is a major publication that focuses on the ten major eco-regions of the greater Houston 
area including Big Thicket, Coastal Marshes, Coastal Prairies, Columbia Bottomlands, Piney Woods, 
Post Oak Savannah, Estuaries and Bays, Gulf of Mexico, Bayou Wilderness, and Trinity Bottomlands.  
As the only serious publication to date that explores the interconnectedness of Houston eco-regions, 
the Atlas is a resource for scientists, students, conservationists, policy makers and the public. (circa 
2007)

• Sam Houston Greenbelt Network (Phase I & Phase II) – In 2007, HW created a vision for a 650 
mile green “necklace” that connects the region’s ecosystems as a multi-use Regional Trail traversing 
13 counties, offering biking, hiking, kayaking, birding, horseback riding and many other recreational 
activities for its users. Among other things, this work led to HW’s current development of the 
current Sam Houston Greenbelt Network, where HW is collaborating on the Gulf-Houston Regional 
Conservation Plan, coalitions along the Brazos and Trinity Rivers and collaborative efforts to increase 
large-scale prairie grass seedbanks and grow-out centers, and reduction of two invasive fish species 
from the region’s waterways. (circa 2013 - present)

• Gulf-Houston Regional Conservation Plan - HW works with a network of environmental, 
governmental, and business groups in the Greater Houston Region by 1) creating and overseeing the 
program’s steering committee and 50+ partners of the Gulf Houston RCP, 2) providing a GIS map 
database, 3) assisting in CGO opportunities for the 5 Initiatives under the Gulf-Houston RCP and 4) 
administering the new Gulf-Houston RCP website. – (circa 2014 - present)

• Network Partners Development – HW has expanded its network of environmental and 
conservation partners to over 100 in the Greater Houston Region that work together to preserve, 
protect and promote sustainable land, water and wildlife in our Region.  (circa 2003 - present)

• Green Think Tank – Led by Houston Wilderness board members, this collaborative group discussed 
large land and water conservation issues affecting the region.  Results have included two publications 
on potential economic and environmental impacts for the Upper Texas Gulf Coast Region over the 
next 20 years and development of a proposed “National Recreation Area. (circa 2010) 

• Creation & Distribution of Ecosystem Services Studies Resources – Beginning in 2013, HW 
created a policy paper that listed all major ecosystem services studies in the Greater Houston Region 
and relevant studies around the U.S.  with valuations for water supply and quality, erosion control, 
stormwater protection, air quality, carbon and energy savings and recreation This document has now 
been expanded into a comprehensive Ecosystem Services Resource Guide that provides both analysis 
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Sam Houston Greenbelt Network

Implementation of the Gulf-Houston RCP by conservation, business communities, 
and key decision makers will ensure a strong, healthy, and economically resilient 
Texas Gulf Coast. The Gulf-Houston RCP collectively identifies our region’s 
key conservation needs and explores collaborative projects and initiatives. The 
successful implementation of these projects will bolster the environmental and 
economic health of the upper Texas coast, specifically this 8-county Houston-
Galveston region, which represents close to 10 percent of the nation’s 40 million 
acres of coastal wetlands. The Gulf-Houston RCP highlights four (4) ecologically 
significant areas (“Eco-Areas”) and contains two phases. Within these four Eco-
Areas, the following five (5) Initiatives are part of the Gulf-Houston RCP - Phase 
One and, when fully funded, will include 280,000 acres of land acquisition, 
15,000 acres in land easements and restoration, and the development of over 250 
recreational trail miles (see also, www.gulfhoustonrcp.org). 

I. Gulf-Houston Regional Conservation Plan 
The Gulf-Houston Regional Conservation Plan (Gulf-Houston 
RCP) aims to ensure that thousands of acres of highly diverse 
native ecosystems remain intact. This Gulf-Houston RCP 
will not only benefit wildlife but will additionally support 
the growing population and an expanding economy. These 
intact ecological areas provide the green infrastructure 
to help manage growth – providing natural stormwater 
treatment, reducing downstream flooding, improving water 
quality, enhancing quality of life through recreation and 
green spaces, improving air quality, and offering diverse 
employment opportunities.

I. Gulf-Houston Regional Conservation Plan (Continued)

The two phases are divided into a Working List that captures every known environmental/
conservation project in the region. Initiatives are as follows:  

1. Headwaters to Baywaters Initiative – protect riparian corridor within the nearly 50 
watersheds that feed into Galveston Bay, including the San Jacinto and Lower Trinity rivers.

2. Prairie Conservation Initiative – restoration and preservation of tens of thousands 
of acres of coastal prairie remnants that comprise the One Prairie throughout the eight 
counties in the RCP.

3. Bayou Greenways Initiative - Collaborative trail and open space projects (riparian 
forests and wetlands) along entire 250+ mile stretch of 10 bayou arteries from Spring Creek 
south to Clear Creek. 

4. Galveston Bay Habitat Acquisition & Easements Initiative - restoring habitat (coastal 
wetlands, bottomlands and estuaries) from multiple counties leading into the Bay & Gulf 
Coast. 

5. Galveston Bay Oyster Reefs & Migratory Bird Habitat Initiative - restoration, creation 
and preservation of Galveston Bay oyster reefs, inland rookery islands and other bird 
habitat within the lower Galveston Bay watershed. 
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Sam Houston Greenbelt Network

II.     Lower Trinity River Project (LTRP)  
 
The five counties in the Lower Trinity River area (Chambers, Liberty, Polk, San Jacinto, and Trinity) have 
vast ecotourism opportunities that aren’t widely known. The Lower Trinity River Project partnership has 
been created and will not only highlight these opportunities for ecotourism, but also provide the 5-county 
area with the ability to prepare for the predicted population growth that will be coming to this region.
There is predicted to be major 
population growth to the LTR area 
within the next decade. This project 
will provide a way to plan for the future 
growth and allow for the preservation of 
valuable green spaces before increased 
development occurs in the LTR region. 
Public education on river safety is also 
important for this region especially 
during heavy rain events and flooding. 
The LTRP plans to submit for various 
funding opportunities including 
RESTORE in 2016 to accomplish the 
goals of the project. 

There are numerous invasive fish species in the Houston 
area waterways, including grass carp (Ctenopharyngodon 
idella) and armored catfish (Hypostomus plecostomus) that 
are both very harmful to aquatic ecosystems. The grass carp, 
for example, breeds quickly and consumes copious amounts 
of plant material. Armored catfish out compete native fish 
species and physically damage streambanks and shorelines. 
Invasive fish species are well established in the Trinity 
River-Galveston Bay waterways, including Brays Bayou. 
Their effect on wetland establishment and water quality is 
significant. While eradication of invasive fish species is not 
achievable, raising public awareness of the problem and 
promoting proper fishing practices is an important first 
step in managing the population. Houston’s 1st Annual 
Carpathon and Invasive Fish Round-up fishing tournament

III. Houston’s 1st Annual Carpathon and Invasive Fish Round-up

event will be held September 17, 2016 at Willow Waterhole Greenspace and Brays watershed 
in conjunction with the Willow Waterhole Greenspace Conservancy’s Harvest Moon Festival. 
The tournament is intended to increase public awareness about invasive fish species, educate 
on proper fishing practices, decrease the invasive fish population in Brays Bayou to the extent 
possible, and promote outdoor recreation at Willow Waterhole and in the Greater Houston 
Region. Partners include Texas Fly Fishers, Texas Parks & Wildlife Department, Harris County 
Flood Control District, Houston Parks & Recreation Department, Willow Waterhole Greenspace 
Conservancy, and many others. 

III. Houston’s 1st Annual Carpathon and 
Invasive Fish Round-up (Continued)

IV. Houston Urban Wildlife Refuge Partnership (Houston UWRP)
The Houston Urban Wildlife Refuge Partnership (Houston UWRP) emerged from the collaborative partnership 
that was created from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s Five Star Grant Program. For the Houston: 
Wild Urban Connections Grant, the Houston UWRP aimed to create opportunities for people in urban 
communities to Find Nature, Value Nature and Care for Nature. Over the past year, this partnership has 
worked together to engage local community members through volunteering in conservation projects, 
implementing habitat restoration projects and creating environmental educational opportunities. An 
unforgettable moment in 2015 was the service day and kick-off celebration for the dedication of the Houston 
Urban Wildlife Refuge Partnership. The ceremony took place at Clinton Park Community Center where 
Houston UWRP partners and youth that participate in Houston Parks & Recreation’s Afterschool & Summer 
Enrichment program planted pollinator gardens and restored seven acres of prairie wildlife habitat. 

The Houston UWRP Partners all worked to raise public awareness about regional plants and wildlife and 
strengthen partnerships within the environmental community, as well as other fields such as business and 
governmental. Through this initiative the Houston UWRP has been able to inform members of the community 
about the connection between small scale conservation and restoration taking place in the urban core and 
large landscape work being done at local National  
Wildlife Refuges. The five national wildlife refuges  
within 60 miles of downtown Houston offer a  
diversity of experiences for urban residents to get  
outside and enjoy nature. The Houston UWRP is  
excited about the projects completed in its 1st Five Star Grant and  
looks forward to building on its successes through complementary  
initiative programming.  Since its establishment, the Houston  
UWRP has supported 20+ organizations with habitat restoration  
and/or environmental education programs. The partnership has  
reached more than 1,190 youth through both formal and informal  
environmental education programs. The Houston UWRP continues  
to build its partner capacity and expand its conservation efforts  
through technical support, training and community service projects.

The plan will focus on: 

(1) Ecotourism: Highlighting the vast outdoor opportunities that are 
available in the 5 county area surrounding the Lower Trinity River. It 
will showcase birding, wildlife viewing, fishing, and hunting activities 
as well as the boat launches and paddle trails throughout the region.  

(2) Wetland Conservation: Working with private landowners to 
encourage wetland conservation and long term stewardship through 
technical assistance programs. These programs will provide ways 
to improve land and water quality through wetland restoration, 
enhancement, and construction. Conservation easements will also be 
looked into under this aspect of the plan. 

(3) Water Quality & Quantity: Work will be done to see where 
ecosystem services of improved water quality and quantity are 
currently being provided and where there are opportunities to 
enhance and conserve ecosystems to increase the value of the 
ecosystem services provided in the LTR area.  Reduction of pollutant 
discharge, trash, and dumping in the Trinity River will also be a 
priority under this section. 

Houston UWRP Partners20+ 
People Reached though Houston 
UWRP Partner Outreach & 
Education  Programs

10,000+
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Ecosystem Services: Primer Creation

Houston Wilderness released a new publication – “Primer for 
Problem-Solving Using Ecosystem Services” this year through the work of several 
Houston Wilderness interns and staff members. With researchers from Rice University, 
HARC, Texas A&M University, Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) and the 
City of Houston, among others, Houston Wilderness created the Primer specifically 
to provide users with explanations of the kinds of ecosystem services that exist in 
the Greater Houston Region, how they work, how to determine their value, and how 
ecosystem services may be used in designing large-scale infrastructure, conservation 
or land-use solutions.

Ecosystem services (ESS) are the benefits that humans derive from nature that provide 
economic value. By living alongside natural ecology and allowing ecosystems the space 
to perform their self-sustaining functions, we are able to enjoy the goods and services 
these functions yield. In doing so we save time, effort, and precious resources that 
would have otherwise been used to design technological interventions for the same 
outcome.  

This Primer is meant to serve as an overview of the most up-to-date research on 
ecosystem services as well as offer a structured valuation methodology for the 
Houston region. It is intended to be useful to the policymaker in designing large-scale 
infrastructure, conservation, or land-use solutions while also offering a means of 
accounting by which business leaders and other private stakeholders may value their 
natural capital and its potential for improvement.

The storm surge protection provided by our coastal marshes and wetlands is a 
compelling example of an ecosystem service. Any hurricane preparedness plan needs 
to recognize the value of green infrastructure – coastal marshes and wetlands. The 
Primer for Problem-Solving Using Ecosystem Services provides case studies on ways to 
analyze the monetary value of various types of regional ecosystem services. 

• The Primer is available free of charge and by donation at www.
houstonwilderness.org/ecosystem-services. Hard copies are also available 
upon request.

are the benefits that humans 
derive from nature that 
provide economic value

Ecosystem 
Services 
(ESS) The CGO Program serves a fundamental role to the environmental 

community as a regional initiative targeted at coordinating multiple 
organizations as they seek funding for large-scale projects in order 
to leverage resources and magnify the effect of their efforts through 
collaboration. 

Houston Wilderness works regularly with its Network Partners 
through its CGO program within the Greater Houston Region 
to convene, problem-solve and educate the public on critical 
environmental issues, opportunities to preserve and promote our 
10 eco-regions and the benefits associated with nature. Houston 
Wilderness started is Collaborative Grant-Organizing (CGO) 
Program in 2013 and already has established a positive and history 
with multiple stakeholders and federal/state agencies. Over the past 
two years, the CGO Program Houston Wilderness has worked 
and continues to work with USFWS, TPWD, US Army Corps of 
Engineers, NFWF, TCEQ, Rice University, HARC, TAMU Sea Grant 
and a variety of universities on fulfilling various grant agreements.

In 2015, Houston Wilderness completed the Houston: Urban 
Connection Grant received from the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation through their 2014 Five Star Grant Program. One 
of the most memorable events that came out of completing one 
of the many projects within the grant was the day the Student 
Conservation Association (SCA) Interns took youth participating 
in Houston Parks and Rec.’s (HPARD) After-School and Summer 
Enrichment Programs out to visit Anahuac NWR. Many of the 
students had never journeyed out to that ecoregion of Houston and 
they were excited to see that wildlife that could be found in their local 
community center could be seen at the National Wildlife Refuge.  The 
project partners of this grant bolstered the creation of the Houston 
Urban Wildlife Refuge Partnership (UWRP). The Houston UWRP 
has and will continue to create opportunities for Houstonians to Find 
Nature, Value Nature and Care for Nature over the duration of the 
grant. 

Collaborative Grant Organizing 2015
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Thank You to  2015 Donors
Houston Wilderness gratefully acknowledges the generous support of the following 
foundations and corporate sponsors, and individual donors.

$50,000 
• ConocoPhillips
• Knobloch Family 

Foundation
$30,000  

• Shell Oil Company 
$25,000  

• The Brown Foundation
• Bud Light / Silver Eagle 

Distributors, Inc.
• Huffington Foundation
• Wilhelmina E. “Beth” 

Roberston Fund
$15,000  
• George and Mary 

Josephine Hamman 
Foundation

$10,000 
• CenterPoint Energy
• John P. McGovern 

Foundation
• John M. O’Quinn 

Foundation
• Susan Vaughan 

Foundation
• Dick Weekley
• The Wortham Foundation
$5,000 
• Susan and Jim Baker/ E 

Winston Jones and Sam 
Jones

• Burguieres Family 
Foundation

• Susie and Sanford Criner
• Kathleen and Robert L. 

Clark/ Kay Watson
• John Daugherty Realtors
• D.E. Harvey Builders
• Frost Bank
• Annie and Bob Graham
• H-E-B
• Kirksey and Jackson 

Families
• Virginia and Lee 

Lahourcade

• Robert and Janice McNair 
Foundation

• Memorial Hermann 
Health System

• John Moody/Dan Moody, 
Jr./ Dan Moody, III

• Michael Rose/ Marshall 
Ashmore

• The Tapeats Fund
$2,500 
• Linda and Les Allison
• Amegy Bank
• Beirne, Maynard, & 

Parsons, LLP
• Cadence Bank
• Deborah Cannon/ Rick 

Barongi
• Cardno Haynes Whaley
• Michael C. Dawson
• Brenda and John Duncan
• E.E. Reed Construction, 

LP
• The Dan Flournoy Family
• Cullen Geiselman
• Houston Arboretum and 

Nature Center Board
• The Howard Hughes 

Corporation
• Jackson Gilmour & 

Dobbs, PC
• Kirksey Architechture
• The Marek Family
• NRG Energy
• Pearce Industries
• R.G. Miller Engineers, Inc. 
• Katten Muchin Rosenman 

LLP
• Peaches and Shrub 

Kempner
• LJA Engineering
• Ginni and Richard 

Mithoff
• Barbara and Corbin 

Roberston, Jr. 
• Leslie and Shannon Sasser
• Tellepsen Family
• The Vaughan Family
• Kathy and Dick 

Vermillion

• Elizabeth and Peter 
Wareing

$1,000+ 
• Francey and Ed Allday
• Valentina and Alan 

Atkinson
• Capricorn Foundation/ 

Bettie Cartwright
• John R. Carloss, Jr. 
• Vivien and Scott Caven
• Gus Comiskey, Jr. 
• Molly and Jim Crownover
• Hilda and Greg Curran
• Linnet F. Deily
• Cece and Mack Fowler
• Maureen O. and James T. 

Hackett Foundation
• Joe Hafner
• Henry R. Hamman
• Terry Hershey
• Harriet and Truett 

Latimer
• Ann Lents and J. David 

Heaney
• Cornelia and Meridith 

Long
• Mary Katherine Long
• Lisa and Downing Mears
• Marsha and Charlie 

Parker
• Carroll Ray
• Regina Rogers
• Nancy and Clive Runnells 

Foundation
• Terri and Pepe Schwartz
• Jeri and Marc Shapiro
• Kathryn Watts Smyth
• Johnny Steele
• Shannon and Nick Swyka
• Judy and Charles Tate
• Wallace S. Wilson
$500 
• Diedra Dierks
• Jacko Garrett
• Jan and Jack Cato
• Jewel B. Crosswell
• Jane and Gus Eifler

• Catherine and Patrick 
Elkins

• Patsy and Wayne Fox
• Trebie and Georgo 

Francisco
• Gilbane Building 

Company
• Nancy and Ron 

Hammonds
• Houston Audubon
• Jenny Hull/ Nancy 

Gordon
• Mary Gwen and Ben 

Hulsey
• International Crane 

Foundation
• Wendy and Mavis Kelsey
• Rita and John Madden
• Cathy Malone
• Joan and Doug McLeod
• Judy and Peter Meyer
• Robert L. Moore
• C. M. Garver
• Polly Shouse
$250 
• Sheila M. Condon
• William Conover
• Erika de la Garza and 

Alejandro Chaoul
• Mary and John Eads
• Farley and Steve Erikson
• Jason Fuller
• Greater Houston 

Community Foundation
• Ann Hamilton
• HARC 

H-GAC
• Patricia P. Hubbard
• Ann and Tom Kelsey
• Linda Knowles
• Klinka and John Lollar
• Catherine Clark 

Mosbacher
• Michael Perrin
• Jim Robertson
• Angela Seaworth
• Alan Stewart
• TLC Weath Mangement 

Great Green Quest

The 2015 Great Green Quest (GGQ) connected children, students and families to their 
natural world via distribution of 8,000+ Family Wilderness Passports to area school 
districts and to Houston Parks and Recreation Department’s community centers. The 
GGQ is a fun, educational nature challenge that encourages its participants to visit as 
many of our ten ecoregions as they can during the summer months. The benefits are 
extraordinary – from exploring Estuaries and Bays, to hiking in the Piney Woods of 
East Texas to experiencing the mysteries of Houston’s many urban waterways in the 
Bayou Wilderness – those on the 2015 GGQ were promised many memorable eco-
adventures. 

Houston Wilderness gained two important GGQ partners in 2015, the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the city of Houston Parks and Recreation Department 
(HPARD), who helped introduce the Quest to inner city youth as part of the Houston 
Urban Wildlife Partnership. To help achieve USFWS’s goal of incorporating wildlife 
conservation and education into after school and summer programs, HPARD staff 
received training on a curriculum designed by Houston Wilderness and Student 
Conservation Association interns to help children identify the birds, plants, bugs and 
animals that live in and around their neighborhood parks, some of which are new 
Family Wilderness Passport sites. By participating in the Quest through visiting parks 
close to home or venturing out to wildlife refuges, nature centers, and preserves in 
all ten ecoregions, GGQ school “questers” and families had the opportunity to learn 
about, care for, and protect nature in their own community. 
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2015 Annual Luncheon

The 2015 Annual Luncheon, co-chaired by Kyle and John Kirksey, Shawn and Bill Jackson, 
and John Kirksey, Jr., paid tribute to the conservation power-duo Beth Robertson and Cullen 
Geiselman with the presentation of the second Annual Wild Life Award that recognizes 
transformative contributions to the conservation and preservation of our region’s important 
natural landscapes. The Luncheon also debuted its Wild Partners Award that celebrated the 
collaborative spirit of the Get Out Here Houston Steering Committee whose combined efforts 
resulted in the creation and launch of a comprehensive website and iPhone App that provide 
information about the wealth of outdoor recreational opportunities that exist within our ten 
ecoregions in a 13-county area in and around Houston. 

Houston Wilderness was deeply honored to have ConocoPhillips as its Presenting Sponsor. 
This valuable long-term partnership has ensured the implementation of key initiatives that 
preserve, protect and promote this region’s important ecological diversity in 10 ecoregions. Many 
past Annual Luncheon supporters showed their continued support of Houston Wilderness by 
underwriting tables, purchasing individual tickets, and making much appreciated donations. 
Because of our dedicated and enthusiastic Luncheon co-chairs, Houston Wilderness was 
introduced to an array of new friends and supporters that gave generously and helped make the 
event a resounding success. 

The 2015 Annual Luncheon was emceed by a great Houston Wilderness friend, Andy Sansom, 
Executive Director of The Meadows Center for Water and the Environment at Texas State 
University, who gave a heartfelt tribute to our Wild Life Award Honorees Beth and Cullen. 
Although he was not able to attend in person, Carter Smith, Executive Director of the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, shared his personal story of meeting the honorees and his admiration 
of their contributions to all things wild via video. 

Debuting the Houston Wilderness Wild Partners Award by recognizing the “Get Out Here 
Houston” Steering Committee was highly gratifying. This group of nonprofit executives and 
business leaders came together in a unique collaboration to produce the innovative Get Out Here 
Houston website and iPhone App. Steering Committee members joined Andy Sansom on the 
podium to receive their awards, miniature replica benches and plaques, representing the full-sized 
bench with commemorative plaque to be located in a special spot at Buffalo Bayou Park.

As has become tradition, the Annual Luncheon concluded with a fast-paced trivia game that 
tested attendees’ knowledge and rewarded them with shell leis for correct answers. 
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Financial 

3%

Get Out Here Houston 

Get Out Here Houston (GOH) increased its presence 
in the Houston Area with the addition of Artist 
Boat as a partner and increased traffic on Facebook 
and Twitter. An Instagram account was created and 
has been highly successful in getting people excited 
about the outdoors in Houston and in bringing 
people to the site with games and contests. GOH was 
also one of the first recipients of the Visit Houston 
grants, receiving $12,000 for the promotion of 
Houston as a tourist destination. GOH partnered 
with both AJR Media to create an ad on the local 
Houston Map and Expedia for ads to appear with 
tourists are searching for things to do in Houston. 
GOH continues to be present at most festivals 
through our partners. 

1%

25%
17%

16%

7%

11%
10%

13%

Expenses
Get Outdoors 
Houston!

Collaborative Grant 
Organizing

Sam Houston 
Greenbelt Network

Collaborative Access

Wilderness Passport

Ecosystems Services

Fundraising

Management & 
General

62%

7%<1%

7%

24%

Revenue

Luncheon & Great 
Green Quest  Revenue, 
net 
Collaborative Grant 
Organizing 

Individual 
Contributions

Corporate 
Contributions

Foundation 
Contributions

Visit www.getoutherehouston.org 
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Board Of Directors & Staff

Deborah January-Bevers, President and CEO

Rita Cash, Administrative & Accounting Executive

Lauren Harper, Environmental Policy Specialist

Holly Thorson, Development & Passport Program 
Director

Lindsey Roche, Sam Houston Greenbelt Network Intern 

Sarah Bothwell & Jay Drummond Ecosystem Services 
Studies Intern

Houston Wilderness Staff & Interns 

Keiji Asakura

Julie Ann Brown

R.C. “Bob” Brown

Sanford Criner

John Daugherty

Deidra Dierks 

Sarah Flournoy 

John Jacob  

Andy Jones

Elizabeth Winston Jones

John Kirksey, Sr., President 

Stephen L. Klineberg

Ann Lents

Cheryl Mergo

Sydney Murphy

Ramona Ridge

Laurie Roddy

Andrew Sansom

Angela Seaworth

Carter Smith

Bob Stokes

Joe Turner

Bruce Wilcoxon

 
Carter Perrin, Chair

Christopher Amandes 

Fred Bauhof

Garrick Behelfer

Tricia Brasseaux

Sidney H. Evans 

Jason Fuller

Bill Jackson

Deborah January-Bevers 

Tom Kartrude 

Carla Knobloch

Lee Lahourcade 

Dr. Jim Lester 

Ben Patton 

Jennifer Paulsen 

Dr. Loren Hopkins Raun

Beth Robertson

Andrew Stepanian 

Richard Torres 

Carita Walker 

I. Board of Directors

II. Advisory Board
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Creating opportunities to preserve 10 ecoregions by Convening, Problem-Solving & Educating.

HoustonWilderness.org


