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Thank you very much! Good afternoon. I am truly honored to be here today.  

To the Chairman Raun and Board of Directors, thank you for selecting me for this 

award. It is a great privilege to join the distinguished list of prior recipients of this 

award. I might say surprised as well since I have spent my entire career working in the 

land development business. 

  

The first recipient, George Mitchell is one of my heroes. He invented fracking 

which has changed the geopolitics of the world. He pioneered the concept of large scale 

commercially successful green communities with The Woodlands and energized the 

redevelopment of Galveston. 

 

The other recipients of this award have all been great leaders in building a better 

Houston. 

 

A large part of my success can be attributed to the wonderful and talented 

people I have been fortunate to work with for decades: 

• Jim Boone; 

• Steve Robinson; 

• Trey Lary; 

• Lynne Humphries; and 

• Tina Tobias, my longtime assistant. She can make anyone look good! 

 

I also want to recognize Don Howell and Bob Randolph who hired me at Vinson & 

Elkins in 1975 specifically to do MUD work. I think it worked out! They were great 

mentors who shaped my career. 

 



I have also been fortunate to work with some of Houston’s great leaders such as: 

• Walt Mischer; 

• Larry Johnson; 

• Judge Emmett; 

• Beth Robertson; and 

• Jim Blackburn. 

 

Judge Emmett, thank you for your leadership and sacrifice.  

 

Judge, Jim Blackburn, I appreciate your generous comments. However, I was 

wondering if you could help me get a professorship at Rice?  

 

Thanks to M.D. Anderson’s outstanding work in 2002 and 2013; I’m still here! 

 

I see so many of you that I have worked with for years. Thank you for being here! 

Many of you should share in this award.  

 

Also, I have been blessed with a very talented and patient wife, Helen, wonderful 

children, and 10 grandchildren, all of whom live in Houston. I am fully invested in this 

community.  

 

We are very fortunate to live in Houston, an open city that provides such unlimited 

opportunity for success for those that will work hard! 

 

Mayor Turner and other elected officials, thank you for being here. It has been a 

pleasure working with all of you.  

In the 1990’s, MUD directors began to want to build parks. Some were successfully 

implemented, but not many because tax dollars and tax supported bonds could not be 

used.  



 

In 2003, then Representative Bill Callegari and then Senator Jon Lindsay carried the 

constitutional amendment and statutes to allow MUD and other special districts, 

including HCFCD, to use tax dollars for parks. It passed at the statewide election in 

November 2003 with support from many of you!  

 

According to Ron Welch, the statistician for the MUD industry, approximately $377 

million in park bonds have been issued by MUDs in the Houston area. Another $2.29 

billion have been voted. 

 

While I thought park authorization would have a huge impact, it was far greater 

than I imagined. If you haven’t visited the newer master planned communities to see 

the impact, you should do so. In addition, many older districts have also voted bonds 

and are implementing park plans.  

 

Hurricane Harvey was a disaster for our region. But maybe it was the wakeup call 

we needed. Our community came together to pass a $2.5 billion bond election to 

improve drainage with 85% approval rating. We have the ingredients to transform our 

region:  

 

1. $2.5 Billion Flood Bonds; 

2. Unprecedented Federal Funding;   

3. The Bayou Green Plan; 

4. MUD Park Bonds;  

5. The Houston Wilderness Program; and 

6. The continued generosity of the philanthropic community 

We can transform the Houston region into the most livable and green city in 

America. And by green, I mean open space, parks, trees, and lakes. We need several 

million new trees in the region.  



 

We have the ingredients for growing trees and greenery; sun, water, and CO2! 

The funding is now available to implement the vision of The Quality Of Life 

Coalition, last year’s recipient. 

 

Ironically, Houston can simultaneously be the oil and gas capital in the world 

and the greenest, most livable city in the America.  

 

The great challenge now is the implementation. I hope you will encourage 

Commissioners Court to proceed as quickly possible to implement the 238 projects in 

the bond issue. 

 

I look forward to supporting the efforts of the Houston Wilderness. I believe in 

its goal of 24% green space is very achievable.  

 

Once again, thank you for this honor and thank you for being here! 


