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PREFACE

Deborah January-Bevers 
Houston Wilderness

There is nothing so American as our national parks. The scenery and the wildlife 
are native. The fundamental idea behind the parks is native. It is, in brief, that 
the country belongs to the people, that it is in process of making for the 
enrichment of the lives of all of us. The parks stand as the outward symbol of 
the great human principle.

- Franklin D. Roosevelt

... The same can be said of our city parks in Houston! Like the city itself, 
Houston’s parks system is a vast network of recreational green space and 
various amenities. Over 50 of Houston’s parks have community centers in 
them, which provide the surrounding communities with activities, shelter, 
social connections, education and, for many of our young families, a meal or 
two during the school year and in the summer. 

The Houston Parks & Recreation Department (HPARD) staff, under the 
direction of Director Joe Turner, do an amazing job keeping up with park 
maintenance, landscaping and conservation, community center activities for 
adults and children, and providing a fun and safe place to recreate. 

Joe Turner suggested the idea of creating a quick resource for each city park 
that discussed and illustrated major trees, birds and other habitat species that 
could be found within each respective park, particularly near each community 
center where children regularly congregate for various activities. The result is 
this Nature in Parks Guide, which provides easy-to-read graphics and brief 
narratives so HPARD staff can provide adults and children with a snapshot of 
the natural beauty and specific native species that permeate Houston’s 
network of parks. 

With the aid of a National Fish & Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) Five Star & Urban 
Waters Restoration Grant, this HPARD Nature in Parks Guide was designed and 
produced in partnership with U.S. Fish & Wildlife, HPARD staff, Student 
Conservation Association, Buffalo Bayou Partnership and Houston Wilderness. 
The trees, birds and other habitat identified in the booklet are unique to each 
park but the booklet also provides a unique opportunity to see where various 
tree and bird species overlap among parks and illustrates the extent to which 
Houston’s natural world is as diverse as its people. 

While this Guide is designed for the HPARD staff and the many children and 
adults who play and learn in their community parks, everyone can enjoy this 
booklet as way to learn more about the “outward symbols of the great human 
principle.”



Intro to & How to Use This 
Guide: 
This guide is an invitation from HPARD and members of the 
environmental community to the closeness of nature that can 
be found in our urban ecosystem. Using the City of Houston's 
60 community centers as focal points, this book begins with 
picture-laden introductions to our most common birds and 
trees (Sections 1-2)--as well as invasive additions you should 
keep an eye out for (Section 4). Next, you can use Section 3 
to plan a visit to the community center nearest to you 
(although we list all community centers in the Houston city 
limits), there you can apply your wildlife identification skills. If 
you find yourself wanting to venture further afield, we suggest 
you check out the National Wildlife Refuges (Section 5), some 
of which even have a relationship with a park you may have 
visited before! 

Whether this book is for you a first look around the outdoors, 
or just a formal introduction to our local neighbors, it is a tool 
best suited to actively pack along for adventures. Don't leave 
me at home! This guide asks for a different approach to 
reading: instead of racing from cover to cover, you may notice 
your eyes focused less and less on what's in hand, and more 
on what's above, below, and all around you. Ultimately, we 
hope that looking will become an active pastime for comparing 
notes of the surrounding natural world.

For quick tree identifiication please feel free to tear out page 
145/146 which is an extra copy of the Common Trees of 
Houston Texas key, page 17 and use it as a bookmark
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COMMON BIRDS OF HOUSTON, TEXAS

Which of these can you find in Houston 
Community Center Parks?
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American Robin

Appearance:
Large, dark, round, brown bodies with an orange belly and a dark 
head. 

Behavior:  
American Robins stand tall with their beaks pointing up when 
assessing their surroundings. They gather in large flocks to eat berries 
in the fall and winter. They are known for their cheery songs.

Habitat: 
They are found year-round in North America. The typical bird is found 
on lawns, golf courses, or almost anywhere around town.

 

Fun Fact: Robins are the Largest American Thrush!
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Black Vulture

Appearance:
Very large raptors with a flat head, broad wings, a strong and 
hooked beak, and a short tail. 

Behavior:
Because of their lack of smell, they often follow  around 
Turkey Vultures and hawks eating roadkill, carrion, and other 
expired creatures.  Their flight can be compared to that of a 
bat and is very distinct.

Habitat:
Ranges from South America and the southern half of the 
United States. Often found in forested and open areas. 

Fun Fact: Black Vultures lack a vocal box so are only able to 
make grunts and hisses!
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Blue Jay

Appearance:
Familiar and large songbird with blue, white, and black feathers.

Behavior:
Has very noisy calls that carry long distances. Blue Jays are well 
known for their intelligence and eat mostly insects and nuts, 
specifically acorns. Blue Jays use a pouch in their throat to store 
their food.

Habitat:
Commonly found near oak trees and the outskirts of forests in the 
Eastern half of the U.S. and Canada. Thay are also found in urban 
dwellings, parks, and lots.

Fun Fact: The Blue Jay is known to imitate other birds, 
even hawks!
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Northern Cardinal
Appearance:
A long tailed and vividly 
colored red song bird. 
Females are light brown, 
but both sexes have a 
reddish beak and black face.

Behavior:
Mostly sit in low elevation 
shrubs and forestry, do not 
migrate, and have a sharp 
and loud chirp. 

Habitat: 
Commonly found in urban 
areas, in back yards, and at 
bird feeders. These birds 
usually nest in coils of vines 
and shrubbery.

Fun Fact: Female Cardinals are one of the few female song birds 
that actually sing!
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Cattle Egret
Appearance:
Smaller than most herons with 
short legs and a thick and short 
neck. Adults are all white with 
a yellow beak, while younger 
birds have yellow streaks. 

Behavior:
Prey on insects in fields and 
grasses. It often plunders next 
to cattle.

Habitat:
More commonly seen nesting 
in wetlands, but flocks are 
more in upland areas  and are 
found less in waters like other 
herons. Found mostly in the 
lower United States and in all 
of South America.

Fun Fact: The Cattle Egret has had one of the most 
rapid natural expansions of any other bird species 

ranging all around the world!
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Carolina Chickadee

Fun Fact: Carolina Chickadees nest in tree cavities and 
hide/store their food there!

Appearance:
This tiny bird is very distinguishable for its small round body and 
large black head with a short neck. It has a soft grey body with white 
stripe like cheeks. 

Behavior:
These birds are rather impertinent, but also very intelligent. Feeds 
on insects, seeds, and plants.

Habitat:
Found in areas with large trees in either forests or urban areas such 
as parks and lawns. Live year round in the South-east region of the 
United States.

10



Common Grackle

Appearance:
Young birds are dark brown, but when they get older, develop a more 
iridescent coat. An adult appears black from afar, but up close has a 
purple head and glossy coat. Grackles are long and thin with a flat head 
and a relatively long beak and tail. 
Behavior:
This fearless breed can commonly be found flying in large flocks, pecking 
at food, and dominating smaller birds. They are often seen perched in 
high trees or on telephone lines screeching their great calls.
Habitat: 
Grackles live year round in the Greater Houston Region  and thrive in city 
parks and fields. They are also found in large agricultural pastures and 
farm areas. It is very normal to spot one on your suburban front lawn.

Fun Fact: 
Some Grackles 
let ants crawl on 
their body and 
release acids to 
get rid of 
parasites!
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Great Blue Heron
Appearance:
A Large blue-grey bird with a long 

neck, long legs, and a crooked 

neck. 

Behavior:

Great Blue’s walk in low 

wetlands and prey slowly on 

fish and other small animals. 

Habitat:

You will find these birds in low 

salt and freshwater habitats. 

Sometimes,they are also found in 

grasslands and fields, and nest 

in stick creations on higher 

ground. 

Fun Fact: Great Blue’s are the largest North American heron!
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Appearance:
These are small birds who are larger headed and have a much fuller chest 
than most sparrows. Some are a more dull brown, but some have a bright 
grey, white, and black face and wings with a brown undercoat.

Behavior:
These sparrows are very noisy and feed off of crumbs and birdseed. 

Habitat:
House Sparrows are found year round in the United States almost 
everywhere except for forests and grasslands. Look for them near houses, 
city streets, parks, zoos, at birdfeeders in your backyard,  or anywhere 
close to human dwellings.

House Sparrow

13

Fun Fact: House Sparrows are said to eat over 830 foods! 
They will eat almost anything they can find.



Mockingbird

Appearance:
Mockingbirds are an overall gray-

brown, medium sized songbird. They 
have a whiter belly with white 

patches on their wings and tail and 
are thinner than a common thresh.

Behavior:
Mockingbirds loving making others 

aware of their presence. They perch 
very obviously in high areas to scare 

off and harass intruder birds, sing 
endlessly, and  flaunt their wings. 

They perch mostly in pairs.

Habitat:
They dwell throughout most of 

the United States year round, 
these birds are some of the most 

familiar species you will find in 
parks, backyards, low open 

spaces, cities and towns.

Fun Fact: The Mockingbird was designated the Texas State 
bird in 1927, and is the state bird for five other states as well!
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Mourning Dove

Fun Fact: The Mourning Dove is the most frequently 
hunted bird in North America!

Appearance:
With a plump body, small head, short legs, and a pointed tail, these birds are 
more unique than other American doves. They have a brown and black 
spotted coat.

Behavior:
Very elegant birds with strong wings that allow their flights to be quick and 
straight. Their call sounds like a soft and sad cry, but in reality signals 
claiming territory, nesting, and raising their offspring.

Habitat:
These doves can be found most anywhere, but prefer bare grounds or open 
fields. Look for them on telephone wires. You will not find them in a forest.

15



Red-Shouldered Hawk

Fun Fact: 
The sound for this bird is a high 
pitched “kee-ahh”

Appearance:
This medium-sized hawk is very 
distinct because of its reddish 
upper body, dark and white broad 
wings, and authoritative stature.

Behavior:
With a very distinguishable 
whistle, these creatures dominate 
their respective territories. Its 
flight can be distinguished from 
afar by clear-cut and curved beats. 
They often prey on small 
mammals and amphibians.  

Habitat:
Very often found in river or 
swamp areas. Red-Shouldered 
Hawks also dwell in deciduous 
woods in the Southeastern half of 
the U.S. and nest in corners of 
large trees.
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COMMON TREES OF HOUSTON TEXAS
Which of these can you find in Houston Community 
Center Parks?

Section 2Section 2

TOP ROW: 

American Elm,

(Green) Ash, 

Bur Oak, 

Cedar Elm, 

Chinese Tallow

2nd ROW: 

Crape Myrtle, Hackberry, 

Live Oak, Loblolly Pine

3rd ROW: 

Pecan, Post Oak, Red Maple

BOTTOM ROW: 

Sweetgum, Water Oak



American Elm
Ulmus Americana

Also known as: white elm, water elm, common elm

•Familiar on city streets and on 
suburban lawns

•Generally between 60-80 feet 
tall and 30-60 feet wide

•Drooping stronger limbs fan out 
giving an umbrella or vase 
appearance

•Elms flower in the spring 
depending on the species, 
usually yellow or purple flowers

•The bark is coarse and rough
with intersecting ridges

•Veins of leaves are prominent 
and have points at the end18



(Green) Ash
Fraxinus pennsylvanicus 

•Leaves are symmetrical to each other and 
have 7 to 9 leaflets and pointed tips

•About 60 feet tall and 40-50 feet wide

•Round top/Silhouette shape

•The Green Ash is the most widespread 
native Ash

•Popular because of its use as a shade tree
and adaptability to wide ranges of sites
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Bur Oak
Quercus macrocarpa 

•Leaves are alternatively 
arranged on either side of the limb. 
An individual leaf is widest just above 
the middle towards the apex and 
tapers down through the base 

•Long, rough strips make for a 
ridged bark

•Average growth 70-80 feet high, 
though has been known to exceed 
100 feet

•Native to the eastern and 
central  parts of North America 
(beginning near the border with 
Canada) 

•Easily identified by fringed acorn 
cup, which is the largest fruit among 
our native oaks.   
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Cedar Elm
Ulmus crassifolia

•A larger tree almost 75 feet tall

•Upper leaf has a shiny surface, but 
they are generally small and rough

•Bark is light brown-grey with flat
ridges that break off into flimsy  
pieces

•Most widespread elm in Texas, 
commonly found near streams

21



Chinese Tallow
Triadica sebifera

•Very invasive species which vigorously outcompetes native wildlife 
•Can reach 30-45 feet in height
•Introduced to the Southeast United States after Benjamin Franklin 

imported it from Asia because its seeds produce a butter-like oil, 
although it was later cultivated as an ornamental plant prized for its 
colorful foliage

•Reproduce rapidly, in as little as three years
•Over dominating and invading native species
•The leaves are pointed and heart shaped
•Sepals are a yellow green
•Three dull white popcorn seeds remain after the mature fruit falls off
•Has a toxic agent on leaves, fruit and sap that is poisonous to most 

cattle, animals, and humans. Additionally, when leaves fall, they 
negatively impact soil quality and produce soils in which it is more 
difficult for native plants to grow. 
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Crape Myrtle
Lagerstroemia indica 

•Many grow as both shrubs and trees

•Medium to large and can grow up to 40 feet

•Known for their hundreds of 1-2 inch bright flowers

•Flowers vary from purple, pink, red, and white and grow in clusters

•Although it is native to China and Korea, it dominates landscaping in 
the Southern United States

23



Hackberry “Texas Sugarberry”
Celtis laevigata

•Simple leaf with a pointed tip
•Can grow 60-80 feet in height
•Has very pale bark with darker 

patches
•Produces dull red circular fruit
•Slightly drooping branches
•Mistletoe frequently hosts on 

these trees and absorbs 
their water and nutrients

24



Live Oak
Quercus virginiana

•Some of the oldest oaks can grow up to 65-85 feet 
and over 1000 years old 

•Leaves are narrow and oval shaped
•Produce a small amount of acorns
•Usually has one trunk with many dropping and curving 

branches
•Bark is dark to light grayish color
•Has a habit of growing very wide, known as a shade tree
•Grows in warmer climates

25



Loblolly Pine
Pinus taeda

•Very large, up to 100 feet tall
•Leaves are needles which grow in 

clusters of three
•Flowers are yellow orange and 

produce pine cones around 5 
inches long

•The bark is very thick, dark, and scaly
•Trunk is tall and about 3 feet wide
•The principal economic pine because 

it can grow in a variety of locations

26



Pecan
Carya illinoensis

•Largest  and most common member of the Hickory family that 
grows 70-100 feet tall

•The Pecan nut is the fruit of the tree growing in clusters of 2-6 
and does not begin growing until the tree is about 4-12 years old

•Broad and flat leaf structure which grow in a compound structure 
with multiple leaflets on each stem

•Large stump with bulky, symmetrical branches that form its oval 
shaped top

•One of the most valuable plants in North America because of its 
useful wood and fruit both to humans and other wildlife

27



Post Oak
Quercus stellata

•Grows up to 20 or 80 feet tall, and just as wide; variable with terrain, 
will either remain a medium-sized shrub, or grow taller into a full tree

•Small, 1-inch long acorns ripen into a reddish-brown color

•Leaves are distinctive for their cross-shape: opposite lobes in the 
middle of the leaf beneath a lobed apex  

•Can be found throughout the American South

•Hardy tree that can survive with relatively-minimal watering, high 
heat, and variable soils 

28



Red Maple
Acer rubrum

•Red autumn leaves with 
“V”-shaped angles

•Large and narrow tree growing 
40-60 feet tall

•Known for being a shade tree

•Red fruit forms in spring in clusters

•Light grey and smooth bark

•Twigs are very thin and are a dark 
or bright red color

29



Sweetgum
Liquidambar styraciflua

•Dark green and star shaped leaf
•Red-brown wood with yellow and red trees in the fall
•Normally a thin and straight trunk
•Easy to identify by its spiky brown seed ball fruit that falls from the tree
•Usually 60-80 feet tall

30



Water Oak
Quercus nigra

•Grows in a conical form and has a rounded crown
•Leaves are diverse in shape but grow lobes looking like water 

droplets at the leaves ends
•Loses its leaves in the late fall/winter
•Acorns are very small
•Not suitable for climates more southern than the Southeast US..
•Bark is generally very smooth
•Sometimes planted just for aesthetic pleasure
•Medium sized growing about 50-75 feet tall

31
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Section 2

RED OAKS - YES NO - WHITE OAKS

I. Blade tips: Are there tiny bristles on the apex or the lobes ?

YES - LIVE OAK Q. virginiana (6)

sinus

III. Lobes: Is the blade segmented into lobes? Are the lobes separated by deep sinuses 
(at least half the length of the lobe)? 

IV. Acorns: Does the acorn cup look like it has a hairy fringe? 

ENTIRE

II. Margin: Is the margin--or blade edge--smooth all the 
way around (“entire”)? Or is it jagged (“spiny”)? 

SPINY-
SHUMARD OAK 
Q. shumardii (1)

DEEP POST OAK Q. stellata (3) - SHALLOW

WATER OAK 
Q. nigra (2)

WHITE OAKS

V. Forever green: Are there still attached leaves--and are they still green--, even 
though it’s the middle of winter? 

BUR OAK Q. macrocarpa (4) - YES WHITE OAK Q. alba - NO

- OR -

NO - see above

Oaks can be generally distinguished from other trees by: 

acorns, buds clustered at the tips of twigs, and a single leaf sprouting from each bud.

However, given the 600+ oak species, here’s a method to distinguish between the oaks 
we have here in Houston:  
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OAK SPECIES INFORMATION

2

1 SHUMARD OAK Q. shumardii

WATER OAK Q. nigra

3

4

5

6

POST OAK Q. stellata

BUR OAK Q. macrocarpa

Common in the nutrient-rich, moist soils of East Texas’ rivers and the 
surrounding bottomlands. Grows very quickly to heights up to 120’, 
but often alone, or highly spread apart if in groups. 

Common throughout the U.S. Southeast from East Texas, following 
the northern shores of the Gulf of Mexico, and up along the Mid-
Atlantic coast. It can be found growing out of finely-textured soils--
mostly silt and clay--alongside rivers and the surrounding 
bottomlands. Can grow up to 125’ and well-adapted to use as a 
shade tree

Occurs as a native across Texas, except in the Panhandle and west of 
the Pecos River. Distinctive cross-like leaves give it the nickname 
“Cross Oak”. Can be of shrub height or up to 75’-80’ tall.  Tends to 
grow in dry, sandy or gravelly soils; very sensitive to overwatering.  

Can be found throughout the Great Plains into the northeastern 
parts of the country. Have been known to live up to 450 years old, 
although the disappearance of its native prairie and savannah 
ecosystems are threatening. Drought resistant, but limited resistance 
to long-term flooding. Range from mid-size trees to over 100’. 

WHITE OAK Q. alba
Native tree that can be found in a wide range of environments from 
rocky soils in the Appalachian and Allegheny mountains down 
southward into well-drained riversides throughout the Gulf Coast. 
Tall 80’-100’ trunk and impressive, wide-spreading branches make 
for great shade in parks. 

LIVE OAK Q. virginiana

A Gulf Coast native--although leaves may still be seen hanging on 
in the dead of winter--it is not a true evergreen; old leaves are 
quickly replaced by new ones toward the end of the season. It 
branches out just as widely as the White Oak though much closer 
to the ground (grows to 40’-50’ high).   



The Community Centers

Northeast Northwest Southeast Southwest

Clark
Clinton
Finnigan
Hobart Taylor
Judson Robinson Sr.
Lakewood
Melrose 
Moody
Selena Perez
Shady Lane 
Tidwell
Tuffly

Carverdale 
- (R. L. & Cora Johnson)
Fonde
Freed
Independence Heights
Judson Robinson Jr. 
Kendall
Love
Montie Beach
Protector Plaza
Stude

Beverly Hills
Bessie Swindle
Charlton
Crestmont
Eastwood
Edgewood
Garden Villas
Hartman
Ingrando
Mason
Meadowcreek
Sagemont
Settegast 

Almeda
Burnett Bayland
Godwin
Lansdale
Linkwood
Marian
Platou
River Oaks
Sunnyside
Townwood
Windsor Village

Section 3



NorthEast

*You can always come across squirrels, bees, and wasps. You may also see a 
dragonfly and cicadas. Other Critters may be found at these parks but most are 
nocturnal animals can be possibly seen at sunrise.  So keep a look out! 



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Clark
9718 Clark Houston, TX 77076
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Juniper
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Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning 
Doves, and Blue Jays, you also may be 

able to spot a Robin.

This community 
center is home to:

• large field 
• an amazing 

baseball field
• large trail

When walking in this park, along the 
walking trail you will come across many  

Oaks and Oak subspecies. When you first 
walk in you will also see several Pecan, 

Live Oaks, and Hackberry.

Along the back shrubbery of the park, 
you can identify several Chinese Tallow 

trees.



For reference to stars, check page 17.

200 Mississippi Houston, TX 77029
Clinton
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Cottonwood
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Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning 
Doves, and Blue Jays, you also may be 

able to spot a Black-chinned Sparrow, a 
Yellow-crowned Heron,  a Hawk or a 

Common Crow.

This community 
center is home to:

•  pool
•  basketball 

court
•  large field
• walking trail 
• skate park

When walking in this park, along the 
walking trail you will come across many  
Oaks and Oak subspecies, including Live 

Oaks. When you first walk in you will also 
see several Crape Myrtles, and a few 

Cottonwoods.

Along the back shrubbery of the park, 

you can identify several Chinese Tallow 

trees. Luckily, other than these trees, 

the area surrounding the immediate 

edges of the community center are free 

of any other invasive species. 



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Finnigan
4900 Providence Houston, TX 77020
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About

This community 
center is home to:

•  pool
•  playground
•  basketball 

court
• tennis court

Finnigan
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When walking through Finnigan 
Community Center you will stumble 

across Live Oaks along the road right of 
the community center. There is a small 
forest of Loblolly Pines  near the tennis 
courts and  a few Bur Oak on the path 

leading up to it. 

Common Houston birds can be found at 
this park, such as the Common Grackle, 

Blue Jay, Mocking Bird and Northern 
Cardinal.  

There are no invasive tree species 
around the community center! 



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Hobart Taylor
8100 Kenton Houston, TX 77028
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About
Hobart Taylor
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When you arrive at Hobart Taylor park 
you will see a mix of Live Oaks, Bur Oak 
and Sweetgums near the parking lot. As 

you move past the basketball courts you 
will find additional a few Loblolly Pines, 

as well as Crape Myrtles and a few other 
tree species.

This community 
center is home to:

•  playground
•  basketball 

court
• picnic tables 

In this tucked away urban park you can 
find many birds common to Houston. This 

includes Common Grackle, Mourning 
Dove, Mockingbird and American Robin.  

This community center is free of 
invasive tree species!



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Judson Robinson Sr.
1422 Ledwicke Houston, TX 77029
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Chinese Elm
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About

This community 
center is home to:

• pool
• basketball 

court
• tennis courts
• playground
• picnic tables

Judson Robinson Sr.
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In this Park you will see several Crape 
Myrtle and Live Oak lining the parking 

lot. To the right of and then walking 
along the edge of  the community center 

towards the pool, you will find a few 
Cedar Elms, Loblolly Pine and Chinese 

Elm.   

Like other inner city parks, you can find 
common Houston birds here. This 

includes House Sparrow, Mourning Dove,  
Mockingbird and American Robin.  

This community center is free of 
invasive tree species!



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Lakewood
8811 Feland Houston, TX 77028

46

Loquat
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About
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Sweetgum, Live Oak and Water Oak, 
Loblolly Pine, Crape Myrtle, and 

Hackberry. Also be on the lookout for the 
small, orange fruit from Loquat, and for 

Spanish moss hanging from the branches 
of some of the trees. 

This community 
center is home to:

• basketball 
court

• playground

Due to the large size of Lakewood Park 
you can find all the common Houston 

birds referenced in the Common Birds of 
Houston (Section 1). 

This community center is free of 
invasive tree species!



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Melrose
1001 Canino Houston, TX 77076
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Cedar Elm

Sycamore
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This community 
center is home to:

• baseball field
• soccer field
• playground
• water park

Live Oak and Water Oak, Chinese Elm, 
Cedar Elm, American Elm, Crape Myrtle, 

Sycamore, and Pecan. Also be on the 
lookout for harmless resurrection fern or 

parasitic ball moss clinging onto the 
trunks of some of the trees. 

Common birds that can be found at 
Melrose Community Center include 

Mockingbirds, Common Grackles and Blue 
Jays.  

At this community center park, Chinese 
Tallow trees can be found. 



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Moody
3725 Fulton Houston, TX 77009
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Brazilian Bluestem
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Crape Myrtle, Live Oak, Pecan, Chinese 
Elm, Loblolly Pine. You can also spot a 

cluster of Brazilian Bluestem by the 
southeastern corner of the community 

center. Keep an eye out also for 
Resurrection Fern.  

This community 
center is home to:

• basketball 
court

• tennis court
• baseball field
• pool

In Moody Community Center you can find 
all species mentioned in the Common 

Birds of Houston (Section 1). 

In this park you can find Chinese Elm; a 
non-native tree. 



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Shumard Oak

Selena Perez
6402 Market Houston, TX 77020
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Palm Tree

Chinese elm

Bur oak
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You can find birds such as common 
Grackles and White-winged Doves here.

This community 
center has: 

• baseball field
• swimming pool
• basketball 

courts
• recreation 

center with a  
gym

• community 
garden

In this park, there are several Live Oaks 
and Shumard Oaks in the field around 

the recreation center. There is a Chinese 
Elm, a Bur Oak, and some Palm trees 

bordering the building. 

There are several Chinese elms next to 
the recreation center.



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Shady Lane
 10220 Shady Lane  Houston, TX 77093

54
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You can often spot the usual Grackles, 
Cowbirds and Mockingbird, but this park 

has also seen much more. Cardinals, 
Great Blue Herons, and even a Barn Owl 

have been identified. 

Shady Lane Park 
provides numerous 
amenities including:

• walking trail
• workout 

equipment
• water park area 
• playground
• soccer field
• natural prairie 

area
• educational 

nature signs
• pavilion

and many beautiful 
natural features.
If you venture beyond 
the shrubbery on the 
east side,  you can see 
the Halls Bayou  which 
borders the outer park 
and is known for fishing.

Along with many common trees such as 
oak species and Crape Myrtles,  along 

the front walkway there is a pecan tree 
and a group of Cottonwoods. If you keep 

exploring, surrounding the playground 
boat fixture is a group of Bald Cypress.

In the bushes and trees nearing the 
bayou, there lives an invasive Chinese 

Tallow tree.



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Tidwell
9720 Spaulding Houston, TX 77016
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Overcup Oak
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At Tidwell Park you will enter along a winding 
road through the park  lined with Bur Oak, 

Water Oak, Live Oak, and Overcup Oaks.  
Walking past the playground you will pass a 

few Crape Myrtles, and Loblolly Pine. You 
may recognize Spanish moss hanging on their 

branches.  

In the rear of this park behind the 
community center you can find several 

Chinese Tallow trees. 

This community 
center has: 

• pool 
• playground
• picnic tables

Due to the large size of Tidwell park you 
can find  all the common Houston bIrds 

referenced in the Common Birds of 
Houston (Section 1). 



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Tuffly
3200 Russell Houston, TX 77026
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Mexican Plum

Brazilian Bluewood
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59

In this park there are several common 
bird species of Houston but the most 

prominent at this park was the Common 
Grackle.

Bur Oak and Live Oak. Unlike most other 
parks, you may be able to recognize 

Brazilian Bluewood, Redbud and Mexican 
plum trees.

This community 
center has: 

• pool 
• basketball 

court
• swings

This community center is free of 
invasive tree species!



NorthWest

*You can always come across squirrels, bees, and wasps. You may also see a 
dragonfly and cicadas. Other Critters may be found at these parks but most are 
nocturnal animals can be possibly seen at sunrise.  So keep a look out! 



COMMON TREES OF HOUSTON TEXAS
Which of these can you find in Houston Community 
Center Parks?

TOP ROW: 

American Elm,

(Green) Ash, 

Bur Oak, 

Cedar Elm, 

Chinese Tallow

2nd ROW: 

Crape Myrtle, Hackberry, 

Live Oak, Loblolly Pine

3rd ROW: 

Pecan, Post Oak, Red Maple

BOTTOM ROW: 

Sweetgum, Water Oak



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Caverdale (R.L. & Cora Johnson)
9920 Porto Rico Houston, TX 77041

Chestnut

62

Laurel Oak



TR
EES

B
IR

D
S

IN
V

A
SIV

E SP
EC

IES

About
Caverdale (R.L. & Cora Johnson)
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A variety of birds call this park home. Look 
for Mockingbirds, Grackles, House 

Sparrows, and Doves.

At this community 
center, you can 
find:

• playground
• tennis courts
• basketball 

courts
• walking trail

Around the park, you can see unique 
trees such as Chestnut, Laurel Oak and 

Water Oak. There are also Hackberry and 
Crape Myrtle. 

There are several Chinese Tallow trees at 
this park, visible along the walking trail.



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Fonde
110 Sabine Houston, TX 77002

64
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Fonde

This community center is free of 
invasive tree species.
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City dwelling birds such as Grackles and 
House Sparrows can be seen at this 

community center.A large recreation 
facility is the main 
attraction at this 
urban community 
center.

There are several kinds of trees 
surrounding the parking lot and 

recreation center at this park. Along the 
street there are Sweetgum trees, while 

in the parking lot itself there is a large 
Live Oak and some beautiful Crape 

Myrtles.



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Freed
6818 Shadyvilla Ln Houston, TX 77055
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White Oak
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About
Freed
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As you walk from the parking lot to the 
community center you will pass multiple 

Live Oak and Cedar Elm.  Once there if 
you head towards the Basketball courts 

you will be shaded by Sweetgums, White 
Oaks, Loblolly Pines and a few Crape 

Myrtles.

At this park you will see many 
Mockingbirds and Blue Jays moving from 

tree to tree, foraging for food and and 
gathering .

This Park offers: 

• Large Fields
• Picnic tables 
• Basketball 

courts 

This community center is free of 
invasive tree species.



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Bur Oak

Post Oak

Red Bud

Shumard Oak

White Oak

Independence Heights
603 East 35th Houston, TX 77022

68
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Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning 
Doves, and Blue Jays, you also may be 

able to spot Mockingbirds.

This community 
center is home to:

• large field
•  baseball field
•  basketball 

court
• playground
• swimming 

pool 

When walking in this park, along the 
community center you will come across 
many  Oaks and Oak subspecies. When 

you first walk in you will also see several 
Live Oaks, Bur Oaks, and Post Oaks.

  Along the back shrubbery of the park, 
you can identify several Chinese Tallow 

trees.



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Judson Robinson Jr.
2020 Hermann Dr Houston, TX 77004
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Willow Oak
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This park is ready 
for all kinds of play, 
it has: 

• playground
• tennis courts
• sports field
• fitness center
• shaded pavilion

As you arrive at this park you have no 
doubt that Live Oak and Post Oak are 
heavily prevalent in Houston. As you 

work your way through and around the 
community center you will  find Willow 

Oak, Red Maple, Loblolly Pine, Crape 
Myrtle trees . 

This community center is free of 
invasive tree species.

Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning 
Doves, and Blue Jays, you also may be 

able to spot an American Robin.



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Kendall
609 North Eldridge Houston, TX 77079
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Bald Cypress

Juniper
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Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning 
Doves, and Blue Jays, you also may be 

able to spot Mockingbirds.

This community 
center is home to: 

• library
• biking trails

When walking in this park, along the 
community center you will come across 

many  Oaks and Oak subspecies. When you 
first walk in you will also see several Crape 

Myrtles, Pecan Trees, and Red Oaks.

Keep an eye out, at this community center 
you can identify several Golden Bamboo.



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Love
1000 West 12th Houston, TX 77008

74
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Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning 
Doves, and Blue Jays, you also may be 

able to see Mockingbirds.

This community 
center is home to:

• pool
• basketball 

court
• large field
• walking trail
• baseball field
• playgrounds

When walking in this park, along the 
walking trail you will come across many  

Oaks and Oak subspecies. When you first 
walk in you will also see several Crape 

Myrtles, Live Oaks, and a few Pecan 
trees.

Along the back shrubbery of the park, 
you can identify several Chinese Tallow 

trees. 



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Montie Beach
915 Northwood Houston, TX 77009

Shumard Oak 

White Oak 

76
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Montie Beach
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Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning 
Doves, and Blue Jays, you also may be 

able to spot Mockingbirds.

This community 
center is home to: 

• playground
• basketball 

court
• large field
• large walking 

trail
• baseball field
• soccer field

Along the walking trail in this park, you 
will come across many  Oaks and Oak 

subspecies. When you first walk in you 
will also see several Crape Myrtles, 

Loblolly Pines and Bur Oaks.

This community center is free of 
invasive tree species.



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Proctor Plaza
803 West Temple Houston, TX 77009

Shumard Oak 

78
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Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning 
Doves, and Blue Jays; you also may be 

able to spot Mockingbirds.

This community 
center is home to:

• large field
• tennis court
• playground

When you first walk in you will also see 
several Pecan, Live Oaks, and Crape 

Myrtle. You may also see ferns on many 
of the Live Oaks and a few Black Oaks.

This community center is free of 
invasive tree species.



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Stude
1031 Stude Houston, TX 77009

Chinese Elm

Shumard Oak 

Red Bud

80
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Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning 
Doves, and Blue Jays, you also may be 

able to spot a Black-chinned Sparrow, a 
yellow-crowned heron, or a Common 

Crow or Hawk, and Pigeons.

This community 
center is home to:

• pool
• basketball 

court
• large field
• walking trail
• playground
•  bike rentals 

and bike trails
• sculptures

and a great view of 
the Houston 
Skyline over White 
Oak Bayou.

When walking in this park, along the 
walking trail you will come across many  

Oaks and Oak subspecies. When you first 
walk in you will also see several Crape 

Myrtles, Hackberry, Live Oaks, and a few 
Loblolly Pines.

Along the back shrubbery of the park, 
you can identify several Chinese Tallow 

trees and Chinese Elm.





SouthEast

*You can always come across squirrels, bees, and wasps. You may also see a 
dragonfly and cicadas. Other Critters may be found at these parks but most are 
nocturnal animals can be possibly seen at sunrise.  So keep a look out! 



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Beverly Hills
9800 Kingspoint Road

Chinese Elm

Shumard Oak

Mulberry

84
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About
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Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning Doves, 
and Blue Jays, you also may be able to spot a 

Black-chinned Sparrow, a yellow-crowned 
heron because of the man-made lake in the 

nearby neighborhood. Birds like the Common 
Crow, Hawk, and Pigeons can be found there.

When walking in this park, past the 
basketball court you will come across 

many  Oaks and Oak subspecies. When 
you first walk in you will also see several 

Live Oaks, Loblolly Pines. and a few 
Chinese Elms. 

This community 
center is home to:

• pool
• basketball 

court
• playground
•  bike rentals 

and bike trails
• Baseball fields 

and is tucked into a 
vast residential 
area in the Almeda 
Area.

Within the park, you can identify several 
Chinese Elm and a Mulberry Tree.



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Bessie Swindle (“Cloverland”)
11800 Scott Houston, TX 77047
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About
Bessie Swindle (“Cloverland”)
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Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning 
Doves, and Blue Jays, you also may be 
able to spot a Black-chinned Sparrow.

This community
center is home to:

• baseball field
•  basketball 

court
• large field
•  walking trail
• playgrounds
• pool

Along the walking trail in this park
you will come across many  Oaks and 

Oak subspecies. When you first walk in 
you will also see several Crape Myrtles, 

Cedar Elms, and a few Loblolly Pines. 

We found no invasive tree species 
around the community center!



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Charlton
8200 Park Place Blvd. Houston, TX 77017
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Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning 
Doves, and Blue Jays, you also may be 

able to spot a House Sparrow.

This community 
center is home to:

• large field
• playgrounds
• tennis court
• basketball 

court
• a large trail

When walking in this park, along the 
walking trail you will come across many  

Oaks and Oak subspecies. When you first 
walk in you will also see several Crape 

Myrtles, Live Oaks, and Post Oaks.

This park does not have invasive tree 
species around the community center!



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Crestmont
5200 Selinsky Rd Houston, TX 77048

Bur Oak 
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Chinese Elm 
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Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning 
Doves, and Blue Jays, you also may be 

able to spot a House Sparrow.

When walking in this park, after passing 
the outdoor basketball court you come 
across to the  walking trail  and you will 

see many Oaks. There you will see 
several Live Oaks and Crape Myrtles, as 

well as a few Green Ash.

Within the park, you can identify several 
Chinese Elm.

This community 
center is home to:

• large field
• playgrounds
• tennis court
• basketball 

court
• a small trail
• picnic tables



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Eastwood
5000 Harrisburg Houston, TX 77011
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You can spot birds such as Grackles, 
Mockingbirds, and Mourning Doves. 

There are Crape Myrtles, Live Oaks, and 
Bur Oaks around the parking lot. There 

are also Live Oaks and Post Oaks around 
the playground.

There are no major invasive tree species  
around the community center!

At this community 
center you can 
find: 

• skate park 
• playground 
• pool
• baseball fields
• a walking trail



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Edgewood
5803 Bellfort Houston, TX 77033
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Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning 
Doves, and Blue Jays, you also may be 

able to spot a House Sparrow.

This community 
center is home to:

• large field
• playgrounds
• soccer field 
• basketball 

court
• a large trail

Along the walking trail in this park, you 
will come across many  Oaks and Oak 

subspecies. When you first walk in you 
will also see several Crape Myrtles, Live 

Oaks, and more.

  that along the back shrubbery of the 
park, you can identify several Chinese 

Tallow and Chinese Elms .



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Garden Villas
6720 S. Haywood Houston, TX 77061
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Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning 
Doves, and Blue Jays, you also may be 

able to spot a House Sparrow.

This community 
center is home to:

• a large field
• playgrounds
• baseball field
• basketball 

court
• a large trail

When walking in this park, the parking 
lot is lined with many  Oaks and Oak 
subspecies. You will also see several 
Crape Myrtles, Live Oaks, and Pecan 

Trees.

There are no  major invasive tree 
species at this park.



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Hartman
9311 E. Ave. P Houston, TX 77012

Shumard Oak 
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Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning 
Doves, and Blue Jays, you also may be 

able to spot some sparrows.

This community 
center is home to:

• a large field
• baseball fields
• playgrounds
• tennis court
•  basketball 

court

When you arrive at this park,  you will 
see Live Oaks shading the recreational 

trail. As you enter the park you will also 
pass Post Oaks, Live Oaks, and Water 

Oaks.

This park doesn’t have any invasive tree 
species!



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Ingrando
7302 Keller Houston, TX 77012

Chinese Elm

100
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Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning 
Doves, and Blue Jays, you also may be 

able to spot a House Sparrow.

When walking in this park, along the 
walking trail you will come across many  

Oaks and Oak subspecies. When you first 
walk in you will also see several Crape 
Myrtles, Live Oaks, and Loblolly Pines.

In the park, you can identify a few 
Chinese Elms near the from of the 

community center.

This community 
center is home to:

• Large field
• baseball fields
• playgrounds
• soccer field
• basketball 

court
• large trail



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Mason
541 South 75th St Houston, TX 77023

Ligustrum
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Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning 
Doves, and Blue Jays, you also may be 

able to spot a House Sparrow.

This community 
center is home to:

• large field
• baseball fields
• playgrounds
• soccer field
• basketball court
• large trail

Mason Park also has 
a unique water basin 
that helps to filter 
water and helps to 
reduce flooding in this 
area of Brays Bayou

When walking in this park, along the 
walking trail you will come across many  

Oaks and Oak subspecies. When you first 
walk in you will also see several Post 

Oaks, Live Oaks, and Bur Oaks.

  that along the back shrubbery of the 
park, you can identify several Chinese 

Tallows.



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Meadowcreek
5333 Berry Creek Houston, TX 77017

Sycamore

Shumard Oak

Chinese Elm
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About
Meadowcreek
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This community 
center is home to:

• large field
• baseball fields
• playgrounds
• picnic tables
• tennis 
• large trail

Meadow Creek Park 
is located near where 
Sims Bayou and Berry 
Bayou in the 
Meadowcreek Village 
Neighborhood

Many of the common city birds such as 
Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning Doves, and 
Blue Jays, you also may be able to spot a 

Mockingbird.

When strolling around the perimeter of 
the park you will come across many Live 
Oak trees. Throughout the park you will 

also see several Loblolly Pines and  Crape 
Myrtles. 

At this park you can identify one 
Chinese Tallow.



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Sagemont
11507 Hughes Houston, TX 77089
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Sycamore

Winged Elm
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About
Sagemont
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At this community center, there are 
Mockingbirds, Grackles, and other 

common city dwelling birds.

This community 
center offers:

• a playground
• a tennis court
• an outdoor 

swimming 
pool

• a basketball 
pavilion

In the parking area, you can find Bur 
Oaks and a Winged Elm. There are  

several other Bur Oaks and Cedar Elms 
scattered around the community center.

The invasive Chinese Elm can be spotted 
near the pool and in front of the 

community center.



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Settegast
3000 Garrow Houston, TX 77003
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About
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Here you can expect to see common birds 
such as Grackles and Mockingbirds.

At this community 
center there are:

•  a water park
• softball field 
• basketball 

court
• tennis court
• a playground

Along the walking trail in this park, you 
will come across many  Oaks and Oak 

subspecies. When you first walk in you 
will also see several Post Oaks, Live Oaks, 

and Bur Oaks.

There are not any invasive species at 
this park.





SouthWest

*You can always come across squirrels, bees, and wasps. You may also see a 
dragonfly and cicadas. Other Critters may be found at these parks but most are 
nocturnal animals can be possibly seen at sunrise.  So keep a look out! 



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Almeda
14201 Almeda School Rd Houston, TX 77047
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Sycamore
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About
Almeda
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Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning 
Doves, and Blue Jays, you also may be 
able to spot a Black-chinned Sparrow.

This community 
center is home: 

• playground
• basketball 

court
• tennis courts

When walking in this park, along the 
walking trail you will come across many  

Oaks and Oak subspecies. When you first 
walk in you will also see several Live 

Oaks, Hackberry trees and a few Loblolly 
Pines.

There are no invasive tree species 
around the community center.



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Burnett Bayland

Cypress

6000 Chimney Rock Houston, TX 77081
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 In this Park, it is not surprising to run 
into the occasional Chinese Tallow. 

At Burnett Bayland you can find several 
Crape Myrtle, Cypress, Loblolly Pine trees 

leading up to the community center. On 
the left side you will also find a small Live 

Oak forest. 

This Park Offers: 
● Baseball Fields 
● Walking Trails 
● Community 

Garden 
● Water 

Playground 
● Soccer Fields 
● Basketball 

Courts 

Its is typical to find Mockingbirds, 
Common Grackles and the occasional 

Blue Jay at this park. 



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Godwin
5101 Rutherglenn Houston,TX 77096
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 When you enter Godwin park this is no 
shortage of Live Oaks and Post Oaks.  

Throughout the park you can also find  
Red Maple, Sweetgum and Crape Myrtle  

trees.  

In this Park you can find a few Chinese 
Tallow trees. 

Birds in this vast park include all birds 
that can be found in the Common 

Birds of Houston (Section 1). 

This Park Offers: 
● Baseball Fields 
● picnic tables
● large field 
● playground 
● basketball court 
● exterior walking 

trails 



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Lansdale
8201 Roos Houston, TX 77036

118



TR
EES

B
IR

D
S

IN
V

A
SIV

E SP
EC

IES

About
Lansdale
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Once arrived at this park if you walk 
towards Waldo street you will see 

several Live Oaks  among a few Crape 
Myrtles.   behind the Community center 

you will find a few Loblolly Pine. 

Many Common Grackles can be found 
at this park. you can also find 

Mourning Dovesat this community 
center  

Lansdale Park 
offers:

• a playground
• hike and bike 

trail
• an outdoor 

basketball 
pavilion The area around the community center 

is free of invasive tree species!



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Linkwood
3699 Norris Houston, TX 77025
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About

Birds in this vast park include all birds 
that can be found in the Common 

Birds of Houston (Section 1). 

Linkwood

121

Can you spot the difference between the 
Live Oaks and Water Oaks we found 

here? To quiz yourself, go to page 32. 

There are a 
range of spaces 
to play here: 

• playground
• tennis courts
• sports field
• basketball 

half-court
• .12-mile hike 

& bike trail The area around the community center is 
free of invasive tree species!



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Marian
11000 South Gessner, 77071
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Cypress

Ornamental Pear
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About
Marian

123

When you get to Marian Park you will 
find  several  Sweetgum trees in the 

parking lot and a Cedar elm along the 
path leading up to the community 

center. You will find a Cypress. There is 
also a unique ornamental Pear tree near 

the walking trail.

 At this park you can stumble upon 
Chinese Tallow trees. 

At this park you can find common Houston 
birds including the Common Grackles, 

Blue Jay and Northern Cardinal.  

There are a 
number of sports 
facilities that can 
be found here: 

• playground
• volleyball 

court
• basketball 

court
• sports field
• indoor gym 

and fitness 
center

• meeting room
• .25-mil hike & 

bike trail 



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Platou
11655 Chimney Rock, 77053
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About
Platou
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Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning 
Doves, and Blue Jays, you also may be 

able to spot a White-winged Dove.

This community 
center is home to:

• large field
• baseball field
• large trail

When walking in this park, on the 
walking trail you will come across many  

Oaks and Oak subspecies. When you first 
walk in you will also see several Pecan , 

Live Oaks, and Hackberry.

 Along the back shrubbery of the park, 
you can identify several Chinese Tallow 

trees.



For reference to stars, check page 17.

River Oaks
3600 Locke Ln, 77027
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Red Bud 

Additional Trees: 
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About
River Oaks
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Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning 
Doves, and Blue Jays, you also may be 

able to spot a White-winged Dove.At this park, you 
can find:
• playground

When walking in this park, along the 
walking trail you will come across many  
Oaks and Oak subspecies including Bur 

Oaks and Live Oaks. When you first walk 
in you will also see several Crape 

Myrtles.

Along the back shrubbery of the park, 
you can identify several Chinese Tallow 

trees.



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Sunnyside
3502 Bellfort, 77051

Chinese Elm
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Additional Trees: 
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About
Sunnyside
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Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning 
Doves, and Blue Jays, you also may be 

able to spot a White-winged Dove.

This community 
center is home 
to: 
• large field
• swimming 

pool
• community 

garden
• baseball field
• basketball 

court

When walking in this park, along the 
walking trail you will come across many  
Oaks and Oak subspecies including Bur 

Oaks and Live Oaks. When you first walk 
in you will also see several Crape 

Myrtles.

Along the back shrubbery of the park, 
you can identify several Chinese Tallow 

trees.



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Townwood
3403 Simsbrook, 77051
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Red Oak

Additional Trees: 
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About
Townwood
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Along with many of the common city birds 
such as Grackles, Cardinals, Mourning 
Doves, and Blue Jays, you also may be 

able to spot a White-winged Dove.

This community 
center is home 
to:
• large field
• swimming 

pool
• baseball field
• basketball 

court

When walking in this park, on the walking 
trail you will come across many  Oaks and 

Oak subspecies including Red Oaks and Live 
Oaks.When you first walk in you will also 

see several  Crape Myrtles.

  that along the back shrubbery of the 
park, you can identify several Chinese 

Tallow trees.



For reference to stars, check page 17.

Windsor Village
14441 Croquet Ln, Houston, TX 77085
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Red Oak

Additional Trees: 
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About
Windsor Village

Along the walking trail you will come across 
many  Oaks and Oak subspecies. When you 

first walk in you will also see several Red 
Oaks, Live Oaks, and Crape Myrtles.

133

This community 
center is home 
to:
• large field
• swimming 

pool 
• baseball field
• basketball 

court 

Along with many of the common city 
birds such as Grackles, Cardinals, 

Mourning Doves, and Blue Jays, you also 
may be able to spot a White-winged 

Dove.

About

  that along the back shrubbery of the park, 
you can identify several Chinese Tallow trees 

and Chinese Elms.



LOCAL INVASIVE SPECIES:  

Section 4

PLANTS & ANIMALS



CITED :

Water Hyacinth
Eichhornia crassipes

Common water hyacinth is native to South America but has spread 
across much of the Southern U.S. including Texas since its introduction 
in 1884 in Louisiana1. 

The water hyacinth generally reproduces vegetatively which 
allows it to spread easily through fragmentation and branch 
offshoots2 .  

The water hyacinth is a very aggressive plant and can easily 
form a mat across the surface of a pond3.  When a thick mat 
is formed across the surface of a pond, it causes a 
depletion of oxygen which leads to fish kills4.

135
1. TAE, 2015. and Texas Invasives, 2007.
2. Texas Invasives, 2007.  

3. TAE, 2015.
4. Ibid. 



CITED :

Giant Salvinia 
Salvinia molesta 

• It damages aquatic 
ecosystems by 

outgrowing and 
replacing native plants 
that provide food and 
habitat for native animals 
and waterfowl.

 

• Additionally, it blocks out 
sunlight and decreases 
oxygen concentrations to 
the detriment of fish and 
other aquatic animals. 

Giant salvinia, a floating fern from southern Brazil, is currently one of the 
most problematic aquatic plants in Texas.

136 1. TPWD , J. Gregory, 2015. 



CITED :

Japanese Honeysuckle 
Lonicera japonica 

Japanese honeysuckle suffocates shrubs and young trees 
beneath it by twisting around them and cutting off the flow of 
water1. 

It can grow horizontally and vertically to form dense mats that 
shade out shrubs and young trees below it2. 

This is an evergreen species which allows it to grow all year giving 
it an advantage over native plants. 

This combination of characteristics allows the honeysuckle to 
outcompete many natives and cause ecological harm3. 

1371. Camilli, 2009.
2. Ibid. 

3. Ibid.

Japanese 
honeysuckle is an 
invasive vine that 
was introduced for 
use as an 
ornamental plant, 
erosion control, and 
wildlife forage in the 
1800’s. 



CITED :

Heavenly Bamboo 
Nandina domestica 

Heavenly bamboo was introduced as an 
ornamental from Asia and India and is now 
widely spread and reproduces both 
vegetatively and through seed dispersal1.  

Heavenly bamboo can displace native 
plants and disrupt the ecosystem. 

It is difficult to remove heavenly bamboo 
because each piece of root left behind 
will re-sprout due to the vegetative 
reproduction. 

Some herbicides such as glyphosate and 
triclopyr may be effective against 
heavenly bamboo2.

138 1. Texas Invasives, 2004. 
2. Ibid. 



CITED :

Chinese Tallow
Triadica sebiferum 

The Chinese tallow is a major issue for this region because it 
transforms diverse forest landscapes into a monoculture 
(one species type) forest of only tallow trees1. 

Chinese tallow leaves also contain toxins that will alter the 
soil conditions which is detrimental for native plant species 
allowing the tallow to outcompete native species.

1391. Texas Invasives, 2007.
2. Ibid. 



CITED :

Red Fire Ant 
Solenopsis invicta

140 1. Drees, 2010.
2. Bartelt, 2011. 

3. Drees, 2010. 

Fire ants can cause ecological damage for a variety of reasons. 

Invasive fire ants outcompete and can cause native Texan ants 
such as the Texas leaf-cutter ant, the harvester ant, and the 
carpenter ant to be displaced2. The spread of fire ants is leading 
to a reduced population of native ant species. 

Fire ants negatively affect and can even kill ground nesting 
birds, reptiles, and deer, especially the young3. 

One prospective biocontrol method that uses phorid flies is 
being researched at UT Austin.

The red fire ant is an invasive 
species from South America. It 
arrived in the 1920’s in Mobile, 
Alabama. Fire ants have spread 
through the eastern two thirds  of 
Texas1. 



CITED :

Nutria 
Myocastor coypus

Nutria are an extremely prolific animal that breed year round 

allowing for two litters per year. Due to nutria’s prolific breeding, 

they soon spread across the Gulf Coast from Louisiana.  

Nutria consume ~25% their body weight in vegetation each day 

which leads to overgrazing of wetlands and other aquatic 

habitats. The overgrazing leads to damage of the fragile organic 

soils and the process of vegetation regeneration occurs very 

slowly2. 

In Texas, nutria are found across the state3.

1411. LDWF, 2007. 
2. Ibid.

3. USGS, 2014. 

Nutria are large 

rodents that is semi-

aquatic and native to 

South America. In the 

1940’s, nutria were 

used to control 

aquatic weed 

populations as a 

biological agent1. 



CITED :

Grass Carp 
Ctenopharyngodon idella

The grass carp is an issue ecologically 
because they breed quickly and consume 
40-300% of their body weight in plant 
material1. This allows them to outcompete 
native species. Despite consuming so much 
plant material, grass carp only digest half of 
it and the rest leaves as waste which leads 
to increased nutrient levels and can 
potentially cause algal blooms2.

142 1. Texas Invasives, 2011.
2. Ibid. 

The grass carp is an invasive species of fish that is native to large rivers in 
China and Thailand. These fish have now established populations in the 
Trinity River- Galveston Bay area and may be harmful to native resources.



The above projects are part of the Urban Wildlife Refuge Partnership, sponsored 
by Houston Wilderness and US Fish & Wildlife.

NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES

143

Trinity River 
Brazoria 

Anahuac 

Attwater Prairie Chicken 

San Bernard 
McFaddin

Section 4

Six National Wildlife Refuges (NWR) within 100 miles of 
downtown Houston protect a diversity of wildlife and habitat, providing 
for unique opportunities to get outside and enjoy nature. 

A national network of lands and waters, NWRs are managed for the 
benefit of wildlife and habitat -- to ensure there will always be places for 
wildlife to rest, nest and feed. 

But refuges are for people too. Refuge staff have begun coordinating with 
the City to develop environmental education programs and opportunities 
to get children and families outside to enjoy nature. Here, the public can 
enjoy opportunities to watch wildlife, fish, hunt, photograph wildlife and 

participate in educational programs, talks and walks.
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REFUGE SISTER SITES

Hermann Park Brazoria NWR

Clinton Park Anahuac NWR

Carverdale Park Attwater Prairie 
Chicken NWR

Hobart Taylor 
City Park 

Trinity River NWR

McFaddin NWR

San Bernard NWR

park TBD

park TBD



COMMON TREES OF HOUSTON TEXAS
Which of these can you find in Houston Community 
Center Parks?

TOP ROW: 

American Elm,

(Green) Ash, 

Bur Oak, 

Cedar Elm, 

Chinese Tallow

2nd ROW: 

Crape Myrtle, Hackberry, 

Live Oak, Loblolly Pine

3rd ROW: 

Pecan, Post Oak, Red Maple

BOTTOM ROW: 

Sweetgum, Water Oak



Bur Oak
➢ Row, J. M., W. A. Geyer, and G. Nesom. 

2012.  Plant Guide for bur oak (Quercus 
macrocarpa Michx.). USDA-Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, 
Manhattan, KS 66502. 

Chinese Tallow
➢ EEE. “Triadica sebifera”. Invasives 

Database. TexasInvasives.org, 2007. Web. 
http://www.texasinvasives.
org/plant_database/detail.php?
symbol=TRSE6 

Grass Carp
➢ Bartlett, A. “Ctenopharyngodon idella”. 

Invasives Database. TexasInvasives.org, 
2011. Web. http://www.texasinvasives.
org/animal_database/detail.php?
symbol=13 

Giant Salvinia
➢ Gregory, J. “Giant salvinia”. Texas Parks & 

Wildlife. Texas Parks & Wildlife. Web. 
https://tpwd.texas.
gov/huntwild/wild/species/exotic/salvinia.
phtml 

Heavenly Bamboo
➢ EEE. “Nandina domestica”. Invasives 

Database. TexasInvasives.org, 2004. Web. 
http://www.texasinvasives.
org/plant_database/detail.php?
symbol=NADO 

Japanese Honeysuckle
➢ Camilli, K. “Japanese Honeysuckle: A 

Threat to Texas Forests Ninth of the ‘Dirty 
Dozen’”. Texas Forest Service, 2009. Web. 
http://texasinvasives.
org/resources/publications/09_JapHoneys
uckle_TFA.pdf 

Live Oak
➢ http://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.

php?id_plant=QUVI 

Nutria 
➢ Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries. “Nutria”. Nutria.com, 2007.  
Web. http://www.nutria.com/site.php 

➢ USGS. “Myocastor coypus”. NAS-
Nonindigenous Aquatic Species. USGS, U.S. 
Department of the Interior, 2015. Web. 
http://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/factsheet.
aspx?speciesid=1089 

Post Oak 
➢ http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.

edu/ornamentals/natives/QUERCUSSTELL
ATA.HTM 

Red Fire Ant 
➢ Bartlett, A. “Solenopsis invicta” Invasives 

Database. TexasInvasives.org, 2011. Web. 
http://www.texasinvasives.
org/pest_database/detail.php?symbol=11 

Shumard Oak
➢ http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.

edu/ornamentals/natives/QUERCUSSHUM
ARDII.HTM 

Water Hyacinth
➢ Texas AgriLife Extension Service. “Water 

Hyacinth” Aquaplant. Agrilife 
Communications, 2015. Web. http:
//aquaplant.tamu.edu/plant-
identification/alphabetical-index/water-
hyacinth/ 

➢ Ladybird Johnson Wildflower Center.  
“Eichhornia crassipes, Common Water 
Hyacinth”. Invasives Database. 
TexasInvasives.org, 2007. Web.  http:
//www.texasinvasives.
org/plant_database/detail.php?
symbol=EICR 

Water Oak
➢ http://www.na.fs.fed.

us/pubs/silvics_manual/volume_2/quercu
s/nigra.htm 

White Oak
➢ http://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.

php?id_plant=QUAL 
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IMAGE SOURCES
Bur Oak
➢ https://en.wikipedia.

org/wiki/Quercus_macrocarpa 

Dotted Bridal Veil 
➢ http://www.asergeev.

com/pictures/archives/2012/1112/jpeg/
26.jpg

Flickr.com

Giant Salvinia 
➢ http://apms.org/wp/wp-

content/uploads/2014/11/01_invasives_
giant_salvinia_03.jpg

➢ https://tpwd.texas.
gov/huntwild/wild/images/plants/salvini
a_conroe.jpg

Grass Carp 
➢ https://upload.wikimedia.

org/wikipedia/commons/e/ee/Grass.
Carp2web.jpg
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com/thailand/images/fresh-fish/grass-
carp.jpg

Heavenly Bamboo 
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com/images?q=tbn:
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Japanese Honeysuckle 
➢ http://www.sbs.utexas.

edu/bio406d/images/pics/cap/Lonicera
%20japonica%20flowers.jpg

Live Oak
➢ https://en.wikipedia.

org/wiki/Quercus_virginiana 

Northern Cardinal
➢ Lindenbaum, Tim. Northern Cardinal. 

Digital image. Flickr. N.p., n.d. Web. 

Nutria 
➢ http://images.northrup.

org/picture/xl/nutria/nutria-in-water.jpg

Red Fire Ant 
➢ http://www.masseyservices.com/wp-

content/uploads/2012/12/fireant.jpg
➢ http://entnemdept.ufl.

edu/creatures/urban/ants/solenopsis_in
victa11.JPG

Water Hyacinth
➢ http://www.google.com/url?

sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact
=8&ved=0CAkQjRwwAGoVChMI0rusi-
yKyAIVypmACh1TFQ0c&url=https%3A%
2F%2Fapms.org%2Fcategory%2Fapms-
blog%2Fwater-hyacinth%
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v-Ry71sM3g&ust=1443018267934542

➢ http://www.gardeningknowhow.
com/wp-
content/uploads/2014/08/water-
hyacinth.jpg

Water Oak
➢ http://www.carolinanature.

com/trees/quni.html 
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